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Housing Nonprofit Rebuilding Together Aims to Maintain Affordable Housing in Montgomery County through Home Repair Blitz Weekend
Montgomery County, Maryland, April 28-29, 2007:  Rebuilding Together Montgomery County, a local nonprofit housing organization, will spend the weekend of April 28-29th partnering with nearly 50 local companies, civic groups, religious institutions, and approximately 1,500 volunteers to provide significant home improvements for 41 families in need and one nonprofit organization at no cost to them. The goal is to preserve the most accessible form of affordable housing – an owner-occupied home.
“Every community begins at home – and the emphasis on preserving the housing stock and maintaining affordable housing is critical as affordable housing becomes increasingly difficult to come by in Montgomery County. Rebuilding Together recipients own their own home, but, on average, live on $15,500 a year. In Montgomery County, once they pay for groceries, medical expenses, transportation, and basic necessities, there isn’t much left for home repair,” explains Susan Hawfield, Executive Director of Rebuilding Together Montgomery County. “And yet, without basic home maintenance and/or proper safety modifications, the home becomes a hazard for those who rely on it for safety and security, and that’s where Rebuilding Together and its team of volunteers comes in.”
For one family in Gaithersburg, their home presents hazards and obstacles, as one parent has Multiple Sclerosis. This family of four lived comfortably for many years before Mr. F’s illness required him to limit his work and eventually forced him into a motorized wheelchair. 
He hired contractors to make his house and bathroom accessible, and after they accepted his savings to complete the work, the contractors abandoned the house without making the needed improvements. The only bathing area Mr. F could use was accessible only from the outside. Rebuilding Together gathered volunteers who will build a concrete ramp for access, widen needed doorways, repair broken pathways, and combine the existing master bath, a closet, and a linen closet to make a bathroom sizable enough for Mr. F’s chair to navigate. Grab bars will also be added to assist in bathroom safety. 
What makes this story even more remarkable is that Mr. F is a Shiite from Iran, his wife a Sunni from Egypt, and many of the volunteers assisting on this house are from the Church of Christ at Manor Woods. So while the goal may have been to reduce physical barriers in the home for the family and keep them living in the home they own, this collaboration has also broken down cultural/religious barriers for the family and the volunteers working with them.
On another project, Rebuilding Together is partnering with Helping Hands to make substantial improvements to Camp Friendship, a camp for children battling cancer, and the families that care for them. The Camp needed weatherization measures on two of its main buildings, and the deck around the pool replaced. Rebuilding Together and Helping Hands, through the assistance of TW Perry, reached out to Trex, a composite material company, who donated 3,000 square feet of product to make the new deck safer and more durable.  
These are just two of the projects happening this weekend. Members of the media are encouraged to visit these sites on April 28-29th and watch the program and volunteers in action.  Interviews with sponsors, volunteers, and homeowners can be arranged. For more information, please contact Susan Hawfield at 301/ 933-2700 or at 301/461-7417.
Rebuilding Together Montgomery County works in partnership with the community to rehabilitate the houses of low-income homeowners, primarily the elderly, the disabled, and families with children, so they may continue to live in warmth, safety, and independence.  Rebuilding Together Montgomery County is the eighth largest affiliate of Rebuilding Together, and serves more than 110 homeowners throughout the county every year through the April Rebuilding Day, Spring and Fall Project Days, and handyman projects throughout the year.
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Rebuilding the homes and lives of those in need.


